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After “Council” in the first sentence insert the following: 

“recognises the double impact of ongoing cuts from central government, and also loss of 
revenue due to the economic downturn, upon its financial stability and operational capacity. 
However, Council” 
 

Delete all after “without full consultation,” in the second paragraph and replace with: 
“as typifying a steady social and political drift – not particular to Leeds – which treats 
consultation as a box-ticking exercise, rather than a genuine opportunity to listen and 
engage; Council believes that Leeds can and should do better, and buck that trend.” 

 
The amended White Paper would thus read: 
 

“This Council recognises the double impact of ongoing cuts from central government, and 
also loss of revenue due to the economic downturn, upon its financial stability and 
operational capacity. However, Council regrets the administration’s decision to stop 
publishing public comments on planning applications on the Council’s website. Council 
believes this will reduce openness and transparency in the planning process, making it less 
visible and accessible to the people of Leeds. 
 
Council views this trial, introduced at short notice and without full consultation, as typifying a 
steady social and political drift – not particular to Leeds – which treats consultation as a box-
ticking exercise, rather than a genuine opportunity to listen and engage; Council believes that 
Leeds can and should do better, and buck that trend. 
 
This Council calls for an immediate end to the trial and for comments to appear on the 
planning portal once again. Council further calls for a report to be brought to Executive Board 
setting out a renewed approach to all council consultations, one that genuinely listens and 
responds to the views of Leeds residents, and places openness and transparency at the 
heart of the process.” 

 
Proposed by:                                                                                      Seconded by: 

                                                           
Cllr Ed Carlisle                                                                                   Cllr Penny Stables 
 
 



 

 

Deadlines for submission 
 
White Papers  -  10.00 am on the day before the issue of the Summons 
Questions   -  10.00 am on Monday before the meeting 
Amendments   -  10.00 am on the day before the meeting 
(including references back) 
 
(All submissions should be made to Governance Services for receipt to be recorded and 
distribution made) 
 

 


